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STE. GENEVIEVE COUNTY
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
800 Ste. Genevieve Drive

Ste. Genevieve, MO  63670
573-883-7725 Since 2003 the Friends Foundation has been committed to 

ensuring that the original vision of our founders continue on 
for generations. The first Bridges newsletter in 2005 informed 
supporters how their donations helped to improve hospital 
services. At that time the Friends Foundation had raised over 
$61,000. Some of the funds were used to acquire equipment 
like Automated External Defibrillators (AED) for the physicians’ 
offices, a cardiac monitor for the Emergency Room and as-
sisted the renovations at Riverview-at-the-Park (then owned by 
the hospital). 

Our next Bridges newsletter highlighted a $15,000 fetal moni-
tor the Foundation acquired for our Women’s Wellness and 
Childbirth Center. The monitor equips the staff with more de-
tailed information and reassurance of baby’s well-being. When 
seconds count the staff is able to have valuable data at their 
fingertips to detect fetal distress in its earliest stages. 

This year the Friends Foundation has heightened its commit-
ment to more fundraising efforts for the hospital to help with the 
continually rising costs of equipment and supplies in health-
care. While other rural hospitals are cutting services or being 
bought out by competitors the hospital is identifying its weak-
nesses and turning them into strengths to support long term 
stability in our community, and to do so your support is needed. 

To compliment the fetal monitoring equipment the Friends 
Foundation will help fund Central Monitoring technology that 
will not only watch both mom and baby’s vitals but will result in 
increased patient safety for labor & delivery. 

The Friends Foundation has committed $300,000 to help 
build and expand the hospital’s surgical services. 

The Friends Foundation will also help provide a 3D mammo-
gram upgrade at our Bloomsdale facility which will allow women 
from not only Ste. Genevieve County but surrounding counties 
to get a more detailed mammogram.

Your donation to Friends is vital to our fundraising efforts to 
continue the health and wellbeing of our community by sup-
porting the hospital. We are counting on your support. Please 
remember that your gift may be tax-deductible. 

We hope you remember the Friends Foundation during this 
season of giving and that there are numerous ways you can 
help the Friends Foundation support  your community hospi-
tal. For example, did you know you can make significant gifts 
without reaching for your checkbook?  Gifts of appreciated stock 
or other securities enable you to help us accomplish our mission 
with no impact on your cash flow.  Similarly, you might consider 
funding a charitable gift annuity (CGA) this year. A CGA will pay 
you a fixed, regular income for the rest of your life, regardless 
of any swings in the stock market. You the donor will receive an 
immediate tax deduction and can name the Friends Foundation 
as the beneficiary of the annuity. 

The Friends Foundation appreciates your generosity, and we 
thank you for considering a special year-end gift to us.  With 
your help we’ll continue to carry on the Foundation’s mission to 
secure a stable future of healthcare in our community and leave 
a lasting legacy which will impact future generation’s right here 
at home. To learn more about how you can help the Friends 
Foundation please contact Shawn Long at 573 883 7725 or 
shawnl@sgcmh.org.

This year our annual Giving 
Tree donors will be able to choose 
from three noble causes that their 
ornament will support: our new 
Surgical Center, Cancer Care or 
our Central Monitoring initiative. 

Our annual Giving Tree started 
on November 30th and will finish on December 
18th. We will have a special Ornament purchase 
date on December 5th at Country Mart starting at 
9:00 am for people wishing to purchase ornaments 
in memory of a loved one. 

As always for anyone who has lost a loved one 
throughout the year a special dove will be placed on 
our tree for free. 

If you would like to remember or honor someone 
this year on our Giving Tree, forms are available 
online or can be picked up at the hospital and other 
locations in our community or by calling Shawn 
Long at 573-883-7725.

A Time to Remember & Honor Loved Ones

If you’re looking for a unique gift while  
supporting your local community hospital, stop 
by the first full week of December (7-11) and 

find a unique item at our annual Silent Auction!

Twenty Five supporters of the Friends Foundation joined 
us at MRV Banks on August 27th in fellowship and apprecia-
tion for their support throughout the years. 

Attendees were able to see firsthand how their support 
impacts the hospital. Pat Kennedy from Hologic and Allan 
Kyburz of PeriGen both made brief presentations of the equip-
ment that is scheduled to come to SGCMH with the help of the 
Friends Foundation. 

“3D mammography will allow physicians to spot more 
aggressive and smaller cancers quicker. With breast cancer 
the rate of survival is better when it’s detected early,” stated 
Kennedy. 

He showed the difference between our current technology 
and the new 3D technology. 

“As you can see under the 2D there is something hidden 
and the doctor would more than likely need to do a call back, 
however when you turn on the 3D mammography the area in 

question is clearer 
and you can tell 
that there is in 
fact a tumor.” 

Allan Kyburz 
also gave an 
overview of what 
central monitor-
ing means for our 
hospital. “This 
equipment is be-
ing used across 
the country and 
does so much more than monitor mom and baby.” 

If you would like to support one of these exciting new tech-
nologies at SGCMH please contact the Friends Foundation at 
shawnl@sgcmh.org or call 573-883-7725.

Pat Kennedy demonstrates the 3D mammography 
technology

Friends host appreciation lunch
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According to a survey by RocketLawyer.com, 41% of baby 
boomers (age 55-64) don’t have a will. The top three reasons 
cited by survey respondents for not having one?  Procrastina-
tion; a belief they don’t need one; and cost. The importance of 
having a will cannot be stressed enough. A will is your wishes 
that will be set in motion after death. 

Take the case of Mary Petroff, a Granite City woman who 
passed away in 2011 at the age of 97 with 1.3 million dollars 
in the bank, but no will. The question posed in 2014 was what 
happens with her estate? She had no living heirs and no will 
to dictate where those funds go. Now claimants as far away 
as Bulgaria are claiming a portion of Mary’s estate. Although 
Mary did not have living heirs perhaps she wanted to leave 
her money to her church, hospital or nursing home that took 
care of her. 

We will never know Mary’s intention and that is why Estate 
planning is so critical to fulfilling your wishes after death and 
why the Friends Foundation is hosting a program called Will to 
Give. This program is designed to educate attendees on how 
they can leave a lasting legacy, to the charity of their choice. 
Participants 
will learn 
about op-
portunities to distribute assets, benefits of bequests, and how 
to set up bequests. The session will also address donor con-
cerns such as access to funds during their lifetime and what’s 
required to leave a legacy. 

All attendees will receive resources to assist in the planning 
process of their estates as well as the opportunity to talk to 
local CPA Michael Horrell of HSB Advisors, LLC with 38 years 
of experience in estate planning.  

If you would like to know more about upcoming Will to Give 
presentations or would like to schedule one for your organi-
zation please contact Shawn Long at shawnl@sgcmh.org or 
573-883-7725.

Just between friends
by Vickie Winkler, Friends President

 It seems like yesterday we were 
looking forward to warmer days and 
getting out of the house. Now as the 
year starts drawing to a close and the 
seasons start changing, again I reflect 
on the successes we have had as an 
organization and it gets me excited for 
not only the end of this year, but 2016 
as well! 

Our biggest win so far is the dou-
bling of the amount raised from our Ride to Survive. Last 
year through everyone’s hard work we raised $9,000 dol-
lars for cancer care in Ste. Genevieve. This year we raised 
$20,102.00! This is a new best for this event and it couldn’t 
have been possible without our committees who plan, the 
volunteers who put it together, and the community that sup-
ported this wonderful event. 

I would like to recognize Vern Bader and the Mississippi 
Lime team specifically for their continued support. For those 
who don’t know, Mississippi Lime employees not only rode 
in the event but they also raise funds for it with a Ride to 
Survive BBQ and other company activities to support our 
cause. We are so lucky, not only as a hospital, but a commu-
nity to have businesses like Mississippi Lime and community 
members like Vernon who help our community grow for future 
generations. 

For everyone who has helped make the Friends Founda-
tion 2015 year one of our best, thank you and I hope we can 
see you in 2016!

There’s an old saying that April Showers bring May flowers, but 
if that’s the case what do June showers bring? A rescheduled Ride 
to Survive that’s what! Although that doesn’t rhyme it was certainly 
true this year. 

The rains leading into Ride to Survive weekend brought about 
road wash outs, water over Hwy 32 and mud on much of the back 
roads of the course. For our riders safety we rescheduled the fol-
lowing week, and despite the change in schedule we had a great 
turnout! Ninety-nine bikers from around the area tried their hand at 
the rerouted course and raised significant proceeds for cancer care 
in Ste. Genevieve. 

Despite the rain delay the Friends Foundation and Mississippi 
Lime together raised just over $20,000. A big thank you goes out 
to the people behind this successful day including Vernon Bader 
and the entire Mississippi Lime team, who without their support and 
dedication to this event would not have made the event as success-
ful as it was. A big thank you also goes out to our volunteers for the 
event, from staff checking in at the registration tables, to manning 
water stations and much more. Without these volunteers this event 

Ride to Survive was successful despite one-week postponement

One thing you may have noticed this year was the addition of a 
second golf tournament. This year the Friends Foundation was one 
of three non-profits selected to use Union Pacific’s Castle Ridge 
Course in Festus, MO. 

“This opportunity presented itself and we were very excited, 
however we wanted to make sure we still supported our local busi-
nesses,” stated Shawn Long. 

The June 26th Castle Ridge date included beautiful weather, a 
BBQ lunch and a beautiful round of golf. Twenty-nine teams played, 
and supporters included our beverage sponsor, Robinson Construc-
tion; lunch sponsor, Bloomsdale Bank; and supporters Larry and 
Nancy Roderman, Bluff City Beer, Ste. Genevieve Golf Club, Golf-
smith, The Printing Company and Union Pacific. 

Our local tournament held on September 11th was supported by 
27 teams and lunch was sponsored by Larry Drury and CE Con-
tracting and Larry and Nancy Roderman. Dinner sponsors included 
Lee Lottes, Lakenan Insurance, and Dr. Craig Ruble and Signature 
Healthcare. Dessert Sponsor was Jim Francis and our Hole in One 
sponsor was The Printing Company. 

 The Friends Foundation also had 39 tee box and banner spon-
sors for both tournaments combined to help us raise an overall 
amount of $38,815 to help deliver quality services to patients. Next 
year’s date has already been set so we will see you on June 24th!

Two golf tournaments provided double fun, double donations

Clint Wolk, from the winning Ste. Gen Vision team, is head 
over heals to be playing in the Friends charity golf tourney!

The importance, need of a will
can not be stressed enough

Leave a Lasting Legacy 

On November 7th the DuBourg Centre in 
downtown Ste. Genevieve was the site of glitz and 
glamour as our 3rd annual Black Tie Gala was 
decorated for a night of comedy and music. Ryan 
Dalton and Milly Naeger, two local comedians took 
the stage along with Jeremy Helwig and provided 
guests with an evening of laughs, while Gina Otto 
entertained the guests with a jazz flair on popular 
hit songs.

“We saw musical entertainment our first year 
and a sports figure our second, so this year we 
thought our venue change deserved a focus on 
local entertainment as well” said Shawn Long, 
Friends Foundation Director.”

Those attending proved their generosity by bid-
ding on the fantastic silent and oral auction items, 
which included sports memorabilia, jewelry, themed 
baskets, and timeshare vacations to name just a 
few of the unique items.   “We did our  best to find 
items that appealed to everyone,” said Long. 

New this year, was the Golden Ticket Drawing. 
Only 100, $20 tickets were sold and the owner of 

the ticket drawn had their pick of any one of the 
silent auction items. This added some excite-
ment to the evening, and Rob Walsh’s ticket 
was drawn! 

If you would like more information on future 
events be sure to like the Friends Foundation 
on Facebook or email Shawn Long at shawnl@
sgcmh.org for the latest information! More Gala 
photos at www.stegenevievehospital.org.

Black Tie Gala held at DuBourg Centre

 
     The St. Agnes Crusader Volleyball teams held their PINK 
volleyball game on October 18th at the Ste. Genevieve County 
Community Center.  The players wore pink headbands, ribbons 
and socks to raise awareness for Breast Cancer.  Parents, grand-
parents, friends and family came out to watch the matches and 
donations were accepted at the gate.   
    $234 was collected and presented to the Ste. Genevieve 
Hospital Friends Foundation. Pictured here are Elizabeth Basler, 
Isabelle Fallert,  Macy Schweigert, and Hannah Drury presenting 
the check from the St Agnes Athletic Association to Shawn Long 
from the Friends Foundation.
 

would not have been possible. Here’s hoping we have a dry 
and successful 2016!!

Crusading for a Cure


