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No matter the size, no matter the program, every gift counts. 
That’s why before you give your hard earned dollars to us or 
any organization you should ask the following questions. 

How much should I give?
Donors often wonder if the amount of their gift makes a dif-
ference. Many times participation is more important than the 
size of the gift because it encourages larger gifts from perhaps 
corporate sponsors. Sometimes a special appeal needs just a 
little boost. 

At Ste. Genevieve County Memorial Hospital we know “where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 
The Bible teaches us to give not just to help our neighbors, but 
for our own blessing, from a cheerful heart. Never once does 
it state a specific amount. To that end, your gifts matter to us, 
because they matter to you.

Is my gift tax deductible?
If you want to take a charitable deduction for federal income 
tax purposes, make sure the organization is tax exempt as a 
charity under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
A charity appeal will usually include a reference to this.

The Friends Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization and gifts to 
the Friends are 100% tax-deductible to the extent provided by 
law. 

How much of my donation will reach its  
intended destination?
Many times an organization has administrative costs (some-
times known as a “cost recovery fee”) that are taken out of 
donations. 

In the Friends Foundation case, ALL donations made to 
us are used exactly as the donor intended (e.g. Oncology, 
Surgery, etc.).
 
How will I be treated?
We want every donor to feel a part of our hospital commu-
nity. We want to ensure you have the information you need 
to not only feel good about your gift, but to also serve as an 
ambassador to others who may be considering a gift to the 
Friends.

my health. my home. my hospital.

Did you know the Friends Foundation turns 15 this year? To celebrate this  
momentous occasion we would like to take the opportunity to reintroduce you to 
the Friends Foundation. What we have accomplished over the last 15 years and, 
what we are working on now. And, how we hope to help our community and  
hospital in the future. 

The Friends Foundation at SGCMH is the fundraising arm of your community 
hospital, Ste. Genevieve County Memorial Hospital. Our 10-person board is  
comprised of physicians and community members throughout Ste. Genevieve 
County who want to make a long-lasting impact on our hospital and community. 

Funds are raised four different ways: events, donors, planned gifts and  
memorials.

During the early years the Foundation focused on growing our organiza-
tion by making friends and gaining support throughout the community. Some 
of our first fundraisers included the Giving Tree and golf tournament. 

In our inaugural issue of the Bridges newsletter in 2005, the organization 
was nearing its three-year anniversary and with your support we raised 
$61,000 from our golf tournaments and $13,000 each from our Giving Tree 
campaigns, donations and memorials. In total our first few years of existence 
brought in funds over $100,000. In comparison we have funded that amount 
back to the hospital the past two years, while still growing our investments 

and planning for the future. This could not have been possible  
without the support and assistance from donors like you! 

That inaugural issue also highlighted AED’s that were purchased 
with some of the funds initially raised as well as a portable cardiac 
monitor in the ER. And although those pieces of equipment have 
since been upgraded with new technology, the Friends Foundation 
with your support has purchased over $800,000 worth of equipment 
for the hospital as well as overseeing our capital campaign in 2007, 
which raised 2.2 million dollars for the remodel of the main lobby 
and registration areas and the purchase of a 64-slice CT scanner. 

We are proud to note your dedication has helped us raised 
over $374,000 dollars since 2015 for healthcare in our community. 
These funds went directly into projects that have helped the  

hospital provide key health services to the community such as the new 3D  
mammogram equipment at Bloomsdale Medical Centre, Central Monitoring for 
our Women’s Health and Childbirth Center, a commitment to support improve-
ments for our surgical center and countless other projects for departments to get 
them the equipment and technology to serve the community. 

With our age comes the wisdom that those years have provided. Those 
two small fundraisers have given way to four fundraisers that are growing 
in their own right. With your outstanding support our once small golf tour-
naments are now consistently out-raising the year before total. Our Ride to 
Survive is our next oldest event and it supports cancer care in our communi-
ty. Everyone knows someone who has been touched by cancer and, here at 
the hospital,    
we have the smallest cancer research facility in the country that delivers  
outstanding care for our patients.

Our last two fundraisers, although the newest, have seen the largest  
continued on page 3

CT Scanner

Lobby Renovation

Surgical Center Addition

Central Monitoring System

Oncology Department Facelift  

3D Mammography



On June 22nd the Friends Foundation will be hosting 
our 15th annual Friends Foundation Golf Classic. This 
tournament is held at the Ste. Genevieve Golf Course and 
will include a round of golf for four, cart, box lunch, deli-
cious steak dinner and an awesome thank you gift. 

We have a new sponsorship opportunity that will help 
draw attention to businesses. Participants can sponsor a 
golf cart for only $100. 

“This is just one more way for businesses and support-
ers to get their message in front of people and show their 
support for our community hospital,” stated Shawn Long, 
Friends Director. 

Teams start at $600 for team only, $750 for Team and 
Tee Box and $900 for Team with a Banner. Aside from our 
new cart sponsorships we also have our Tee Box ($150) 

Just between friends
by Bruce Giesler, Friends President

15 years--hard to believe!

There is a saying in life and in the 
business world that hard work pays off 
in many ways including, financially and 
mentally. Since 2003, the Friends has 
been busy raising funds through the 
hard work of many volunteers with golf 
tournaments, Ride to Survive events, 
Black Tie Gala’s, Taste of Ste Genevieve 
County evenings along with fundraising 
events inside of our hospital walls like 

the Giving Tree and Silent Auctions. Serving on the Friends 
Foundation board for the past six years I have been part of 
a group along with many other hospital supporters raising 
funds that now support over $100,000 in annual medical 
related purchases and projects. However, this doesn’t mean 
our work is done. Equipment and technology in healthcare 

   increase in participation and success since their begin-
nings and it’s all because of you. With your support and 
dedication at our Black Tie Gala we were able to present 
funds back to the hospital for major projects that allow our 
patients to receive medical services right here at home. Our 
youngest event, the Taste of Ste. Genevieve held every April 
raised $18,000 for our women’s health services and will help 
us welcome a new generation to the world in a safe environ-
ment. 

This year with the help of our board and you the Friends 
Foundation is on pace to raise $36,000 in major gifts. Funds 
from businesses and individuals like yourself who see the 
value in quality local healthcare and want to ensure future 
generations have access to the same. 

Over our 15-year history we have also seen some sup-
porters remember the Foundation in their Wills. These gifts 
have helped us with specific needs in the hospital, from our 
Oncology Department to our Women’s Health Care depart-
ment that the donor felt was important during their lifetime.  

is forever evolving and we want our facility to be able to offer the 
best care possible.  Just as soon as our 1st Black Tie was com-
pleted four years ago the Friends Foundation board was tasked 
with raising over $600,000 for three large projects that have 
impacted families seeking medical care at SGCMH. Personally 
it has been very rewarding to support major projects that has 
such a positive impact on our local population. Projects included 
Central Monitoring System, 3-D Mammography and the Surgical 
Expansion along with numerous Oncology projects that improve 
patient care and comfort. I would like to personally thank the indi-
viduals and companies who have supported the Friends activities 
to make these projects possible.

SGCMH has seen significant growth and the Friends Founda-
tion will continue to be part of the future growth. In 2019 the Hos-
pital will celebrate its 50th Anniversary and we want to share the 
excitement with you.  If you would like to learn more about how 
you can help the Friends Foundation grow with our community 
hospital please reach out to the Friends at friends@sgcmh.org 

Hope to see you at the next Friends Foundation event or the 
hospital 50th Anniversary celebration. Visit our website at www.
stegeneveivehospital.org.

“Sandra Cabot and her team have been working with vendors 
and merchants in downtown Ste. Genevieve,” he said. “They 
are doing a ‘Show us your Shirt!’ campaign. All participants who 
wear their shirt to the French Heritage Festival will receive dis-
counts at select businesses in the historic downtown area during 
the festival. A full list of benefits will be included in the rider’s 
bag. Check out our Facebook page for additional details.” 

 As for the bike routes, a few changes were made to stream-
line the race more. The 5K walk/run remains the same; the 
8-mile route has been adjusted; the 15-mile route was eliminat-
ed; and the 30-mile will remain the same. However, the biggest 
change is the addition of a 60-mile race! 

“We have had a lot of racers asking for something longer than 
a 30-mile route over the years, so we thought this year we would 
accommodate that request,” said Long. 

If you would like to register to participate in the Ride to Survive 
visit www.stegenevievehospital.org or contact Foundation  
Director Shawn Long at 573-883-7725. Registration can also 
take place the day of the Ride at the registration table. 

and Banner ($400) sponsorships for those who can’t make the 
event. If you would like to support our tournament, sign up or get 
more information please contact Shawn Long at shawnl@sgcmh.
org or call 573-883-7725

Regardless of the type of gifts made, donors have an opportu-
nity to leave an impact on healthcare in our community.

So what is planned for the future of the Friends Founda-
tion? How does the next 15 years look for us? That is a ques-
tion best answered by you! Our supporters! We are dedicated 
to making SGCMH the provider of choice for you, your family 
and our community. In 2019 the hospital will mark its 50th 
Anniversary and we want your participation.  If you have had a 
great experience within the walls of the hospital, let us know! 
If you would like to partner with us to bring the next wave of 
technology to Ste. Genevieve please reach out to our Founda-
tion.

Plans are underway for what healthcare will look like in five 
years and well into the future and we think you will be happy 
with the direction it is heading! For more information about 
how you can support the Friends Foundation or to learn more 
about our organization and discuss ways you can help contact 
Shawn Long at shawnl@sgcmh.org or 573-883-7725. 

from page 1

We make a living by what we get.  
             We make a life by what we give.

— Winston S. Churchill

2017 Winning Team: Ste. Gen Vision Care

Ride to Survive undergoes a few changes
The last few years our Ride to Survive has gone through 

some changes from new leadership to even focusing on 
specific cancers for different years. However this year will 
be the biggest change of all! Our date and routes!! 

We have an earlier date this year of June 9. The Foun-
dation is working together with Pedal the Cause (PDC).

“Their mission aligns with what we do and this year 
we can start laying the groundwork to use our race as a 
training race for Pedal the Cause,” said Shawn Long Foun-
dation Director. 

The Foundation also listened to bikers from outside of 
our community asking for more biking miles and activities 
after the ride. 

The Ride will fall on the same weekend as the French 
Heritage Festival and we are partnering with the tourism 
department to offer our riders a variety of activities, fun 
and discounts after the race. Shawn said that the ex-
citement from the French Heritage committee has been 
awesome. 


